[Dynamic imaging with magnetic resonance in the diagnosis of breast disease].
MR imaging was employed for the identification and tissue characterization of nodular lesions in the breast. The study had poor outcome, but the clinical introduction of a paramagnetic contrast medium, Gd-DTPA, allowed better results to be obtained. This study was aimed at evaluating the possibilities of Gd-DTPA enhanced MRI in differentiating benign from malignant breast nodules and in staging cancer. Final diagnosis was made by means of either histology, in the patients who underwent surgery, or cytology. Sixty-one patients with nodules at mammography and US were examined with MRI. The results of US, mammography, and MRI were blindly evaluated and proved that combined mammography and US, together with Gd-DTPA enhanced MRI, correctly identified all nodular lesions. Moreover, enhanced MRI allowed benign lesions to be distinguished from malignant nodules. MRI with Gd-DTPA correctly assessed both T parameter and pectoral muscle infiltration. MRI cannot replace mammography, which is a quick and inexpensive examination, but it should be performed as an adjunct in the cases of questionable radiographic and US findings and to stage breast cancer.